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The Pink Salmon are the smallest of the Pacific 
Salmon species, averaging 4-6lbs, with bigger fish 
up to 10lbs available. They return to our local rivers 
every 2 years on the odd year only. Their runs are 
huge, providing anglers with a very consistent and 
fun-filled sport fishery. This year’s run is estimated 
at around 20 million fish!

We consider this a world-class fishery. It is truly 
an amazing sight when you can see thousands of 
these salmon swimming all around you. Imagine the 
thrill of watching these fish chase your fly and other 
offerings all day long… it’s like being in an aquarium 
full of salmon! During peak times, hooking 30-50 
salmon/person in an 8hr outing is not uncommon! 
The only way to explain this kind of fishing is that 
“It’s an angler’s dream come true!”. During the peak 
of the run, the Fraser River becomes “ALIVE” with 
these fish. Day after day, everywhere you look, pink 
salmon are rising as they move up the river.
 

20 MILLION 
PINK SALMON

“it’s like being in an aquarium full of salmon!



They are very aggressive and are probably the easiest to catch out of the 5 salmon species. You can watch 
multiple fish chase your presentation at any given time! They provide phenomenal fly fishing opportunities 
to beginner and expert fly anglers alike. If you’re just learning how to fly fish, this is the fishery for you… 
there are so many fish around that you will catch fish! Traditional spinning and casting gear is also 
extremely effective using a variety of baits, and these fish are a lot of fun on light tackle.
The Pinks are in our rivers from late August to early October, with fresh and silver fish available in Aug. 
and Sept. 

The Pink Salmon fishery is truly a great fishing experience for anyone who enjoys fishing. It’s perfect for 
kids who are just learning how to fish and makes for fun family outings. It’s also great for corporate or 
group events, especially if you want to impress someone with a fun-filled and exciting day of fishing! 

“hooking 30-50 salmon/person in an 8hr. outing is not uncommon

20 MILLION 
PINK SALMON

Don’t miss the 2011 Pink Salmon run. Prime dates are 
booking fast... book your trip now!
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2010: Year in Review
The past season seen it’s share of ups and downs, but overall, 
we seen a lot more positives than negatives on the river, 
and we had another fantastic season with many great fishing 
opportunities for our guests. Here are some of the highlights 
from our 2010 season:

Our 2010 Sockeye salmon returns were at a historical high 
and made international headlines. With an estimated run size 
of almost 40 million fish, no one had seen such numbers of 
sockeye in over a century. This was very encouraging to see, 
especially after the extremely poor returns of 2009. While 
the Fishery guys were scratching their heads looking for an 
explanation to this phenomenon, all sectors of the fishing 
community (commercial, native, and recreational) were enjoying 
amazing harvest opportunities. We, the recreational sector, 
enjoyed a retention opening that lasted almost 2 months, which 
is unheard of. Lots of fish for all! 

To the surprise of many, we also had an excellent return of 
Coho this past fall. Not only did we see big returns of wild and 
hatchery fish, they were big too. This was excellent to see, as 
our recent Coho returns have been below average. Guests who 
targeted Coho saw some great results, both for numbers and 
size.

Both summer and fall Chinook runs were very strong as well, and 
many anglers that put their time in targeting these awesome fish 
were rewarded with some nice catches, both on fly and gear.

Despite the fact that preliminary run size estimates were lower 
than forecasted, the Chum run was quite strong and we had 
many amazing days fishing for this large and aggressive species. 
Float fishing with jigs definitely produced the best results, 
but our fly-fishing guests had many great days with amazing 
bright fish full of sea-lice. In October, the Fishery Department 
unexpectedly closed the retention on chum salmon. This worked 
to our benefit as it really reduced angling pressure from local 
anglers and the native community did not have a commercial 
beach seine fishery either, so more fish for our catch & release 
guests :o).

Sturgeon fishing was once again very good and extremely 
consistent all year. We spent a bit more time in the Fraser 
Canyon this past season. More and more of our guests are 
requesting the Canyon Sturgeon trips… the exciting jet boat 
ride, the incredible scenery and amazing fishing make this a 
truly special sturgeon fishing experience.

In July, we also used the Fraser Canyon as our base camp for 
shooting a TV fishing show for a new series. Unfortunately the 
show hasn’t aired yet and due to contractual obligations, we are 
not permitted to release the name of the show until then.



We spent a week wilderness-camping with the host and film 
crew in search of giant sturgeon. Although we didn’t find 
any 10ft monsters, the fishing Gods were with us and we 
were rewarded with some amazing fish for the cameras. 

We also spent a lot of time sturgeon fishing in the tidal 
portion of the river and had some absolutely incredible 
results, right into mid December. Our guests enjoyed many 
20+ fish days, and some even had a few 30+ days. If you’ve 
never fished in this area, we strongly recommend you try it 
during your next visit, especially in the spring or fall.

We didn’t land any 10ft monsters in 2010, but certainly had 
a few very large fish on that could have exceeded that size. 
We had lots of average fish in the 4-7ft range, and a good 
number in the 8-9ft as well. The Harrison River produced 
some really nice fish in late October.

Due to several last minute Team cancellations, we had no 
choice but to cancel the 2010 World Sturgeon Classic 
tournament. There weren’t enough participants to make 
the tournament possible. At the present moment, we are 
unsure if we will continue with the tournament in the future, 
but should have a decision shortly.
	
For a second year in a row, the Fraser water levels were 
very low during late summer and early fall, meaning that 
water clarity was very good. With these water conditions, 
our guides spent more time concentrating on the Fraser 
main stem itself and produced excellent results using all 
methods... fly, spin, float, and bar fishing. For those that bar-
fished for salmon, they were rewarded with some amazing 
days of 20-30 hookups… mixture of Chinooks, Cohos, and 
Chums… wow! 

There is another reason why we spent more time on the 
Fraser main stem this fall season.  The Harrison River’s 
water clarity was very poor due to an enormous landslide 
that came down, way up in its watershed… (See picture and 
text). Although draining through 2 very large lakes, the silt 
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never did settle, and gave the Harrison that glacial green/
cloudy color all fall. The salmon were there, but the water 
conditions weren’t favorable for fly-fishing. As many of you 
know, the Harrison typically offers world-class fly fishing 
opportunities, so let’s keep the fingers crossed that things 
will improve by the fall 2011 season… and they should.

To all of you that were able to join us this past year, THANK 
YOU so much for visiting. We truly appreciate and value 
your business. And to those that wanted to be here but 
couldn’t make it, hopefully we’ll be able to provide you with 
a first class sport fishing holiday in the upcoming season. 
We are currently taking a lot of reservations for 2011 and 

if you are interested in booking your trip, we would be more 
than happy to assist you. 

Thanks again to all of our guests for providing our team 
with so many great memories this past season and we look 
forward to seeing you again shortly. 

Wishing You Tight Lines, Screaming Reels, and All the Best 
for 2011!

Cheers,
Chris Ciesla
Professional Guide & Company Owner/Operator
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B.C. got hit by the second-largest landslide in Canadian history on Aug. 6. A two-kilometer wide landslide 
sent 40-million cubic meters of earth plunging down the flank of Mount Meager into the Lillooet River Valley, 
near Pemberton. The slide partially blocked the river, and thousands of residents were put on evacuation 
alert. This was the cause for the poor water clarity on the Harrison River this fall. 
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For the past 10 years, the word has been 
spreading across the world’s sportfishing 
community. Stories of massive fish exploding 
on the water’s surface and epic battles that 
measure in hours, not minutes. Stories of fish so 
powerful, anglers have to continuously rotate on the rod and 
even stories of fish so large that they couldn’t be moved off 
the bottom. In most cases, you would think, sure, another 
exaggerated fishermen’s tale, but on the Fraser River, this 
is absolute reality.  There are monsters in this river.

So what is it about these fish that has gotten anglers excited? 
Why do so many travel thousands of miles to fish the Fraser 
River? Is it their immense size and unbelievable power? Is 
it their amazing acrobatics and incredible abundance?

The answer is very simple. Many of our guests will tell you 
this: There aren’t many places in the world where one can 
hook so many large fish consistently, even if deep sea 
fishing.  Most abundant are fish in the 3-6ft range (20-
180lbs), however, reality is, there are more fish over 7ft  
(200lbs+) in this river than one can imagine, so anglers 
always have a very realistic chance of hooking that trophy 
fish of a lifetime. It’s just a matter of being in the right place 
at the right time.

You might not hook a 6 or 7fter on your first day of fishing, 
or you might hook a couple 8fters. If you’re lucky like our 
guests from the UK were last year, your first fish of the 
holiday could be a 10ft , 600lb monster! You might have 
a slow day and only land a couple fish, or you can have a 
stellar day and land over 20 fish! But the truth is, this is 
our most consistent fishery and rarely do we not hook any 
fish. From one angler to another, I have to say, this is an 
unbelievable fishery.

Booking one day might not give you a true representation 
of what this fishery has to offer, but if you spend a few 
days fishing with our professional sturgeon guides, you’ll 
be almost guaranteed to hook a fish over 6ft! Many of our 
guests that come on a sturgeon fishing holiday go home 
with multiple catches of fish over 6ft. For many first time 
sturgeon hunters, it seems like the 6ft mark is the magic 
number to achieve.  But they quickly learn that fish of that 
size are all too common and that’s where it all starts… the 
pursuit of beating that personal best. Knowing that there 
are fish in this river that can exceed 13ft and weigh more 
than 1500lbs, it is no wonder that our guests come back 
year after year in search of that next trophy giant. 

Many of our guests come to experience the phenomenal 
salmon fishing opportunities, only to go back home talking 
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10’3” sturgeon with 65” girth- estimated at 800lbs



about the giant fish they caught… yes, even the fly fishing 
purists. And it’s not because of a lack of salmon they landed, 
but more so because they fought and landed a fish that was 
bigger and stronger than they were. If you’ve ever doubted  
or had second thoughts about trying sturgeon fishing, this 
is a fishery you have to experience at least once in your 
lifetime. This is as close as you’ll get to saltwater fishing 
for Tarpon, Sailfish, and Marlin, and the best thing is, you’ll 
hook way more sturgeon than you ever will on a Marlin trip. 
Did we mention that most jump after being hooked as well? 
It’s an amazing sight! As far as we’re concerned, this is the 
epitome of freshwater fishing!

If you’re interested in a sturgeon trip, our company employs 
many of the area’s best sturgeon guides... some with 30+ 
years of sturgeon fishing experience and enough river 
knowledge to cover 150km+ of river, in order to produce 
consistent results day in and day out. We go the extra mile to 
ensure that we meet the guests’ high expectations. We are 
heavily involved with the ongoing sturgeon tagging program, 
and collectively with other volunteers, we’ve now tagged 
more than 42,000 sturgeon to date. If you’re looking for 
that first-class sturgeon sport fishing holiday, we are very 
confident in stating that we can comfortably meet the high 
expectations of today’s big game sport fishing anglers. 

Whether you’re a die-hard angler interested in beating 
your personal best, whether you’re looking for a fun fishing 
outing with your buddies, or whether you want to treat your 

best clients or employees to a special and unique fishing 
experience, we can provide you with a first-class sturgeon 
sport fishing adventure. 
BIG fish, BIG fun, BIG excitement!… if you’re looking for 
the ultimate in freshwater sport fishing, consider the Fraser 
River’s MIGHTY STURGEON! Hook one and you’ll be hooked 
as well!

WHITE STURGEON: 
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Approx. 45 minutes east of Chilliwack is a beautiful stretch of river that 
offers a truly remarkable fishing experience. It is the beginning portion 
of what we call the Fraser Canyon. Here, the river gets narrower, a lot 
deeper, and also, a lot faster. Most of it is simply  unfishable, but the 
areas that are, can provide some amazing fishing opportunities. 

Fraser Canyon sturgeon are lot different than the lower river stocks, both 
in looks and their feeding habits.  A lot of these fish are still considered 
to be transients, and do move up and down the river regularly. We have 
proven this with the ongoing tagging program. However, there are also 
a lot of resident fish that live in these waters for good portions of their 
lives. 

Their scutes are usually dull, worn right down by the “sandpaper 
effect” from the silt that’s carried in the heavy current. But the most 
distinguishable feature on the canyon fish is the really long and 
streamline nose, which allows them to root in between the gravel and 
boulders when searching for food. 

These fish live in an extreme environment where water level fluctuations 
between winter time lows and summer time highs can reach over 
40ft. Heavy currents and very seasonal food supplies, tend to make 
them more opportunistic feeders. Bites are typically very committing 
and if there are many fish around, it can create a feeding frenzy down 
there. It’s not uncommon to arrive in a spot and have 3 rods go off 

FRASER CANYON STURGEON



immediately. With food being scarce, it’s survival of the fittest.  First to the food gets to grow bigger… it’s as 
simple as that.

This kind of feeding is very typical in the Canyon, so rarely do you have to wait long to get bites. Since these 
fish are very opportunistic, they’re usually not too picky with baits either.  All this equates to a very consistent 
fishery, right from March, all the way through to mid October.

The Fraser Canyon is also known for its giants, who feel right at home in these treacherous waters.  Every 
now and then, we hook river monsters that cannot be moved off the bottom.  Some of these epic battles have 
lasted more than 3 hours, only to be lost.  We know there are 12’+fish living up there, because we’ve seen 
them rise out of the water on more than several occasions. 

The Fraser Canyon portion of the river offers one of the best chances of hooking a trophy fish of a lifetime.  
Combined with an incredible jet boat ride through some of the most scenic terrain in Southwestern BC, this 
makes for a truly remarkable sturgeon fishing adventure. 

If you have yet to experience the Fraser Canyon fishery, we highly recommend you add it to your next sturgeon 
fishing holiday. We guarantee that you won’t go home disappointed. 
 
PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS UNIQUE AND AMAZING STURGEON FISHERY.

FRASER CANYON STURGEON



STURGEON

Description: Sometimes, there are simply no words that 
can describe the feeling of adrenaline that is experienced 
when you hook and see a large sturgeon jump out of the 
water. If it’s action-packed big game fishing you’re after, 
we have some of the best in the world. As far as we’re 
concerned, this is the epitome of freshwater big game 
fishing! The popularity of our sturgeon fishery has spread 
world wide and has created a fanatical following. With fish 
in the river over 1000lbs., it’s no wonder that many of our 
guests return year after year in order to break their personal 
bests… and many do! Our guests will tell you this… there 
aren’t many places in the world where you can experience 
hooking so many large fish during a fishing holiday. And 
that’s a fact! It’s simply unbelievable. This is world-class 
fishing at its best!!

Timing: mid March - mid December

Forecast: As usual, we expect good, consistent fishing 
throughout spring and into summer.  This is a pink salmon 
year, meaning that there will be a lot of REALLY BIG fish in the 
river this fall. August and September should be absolutely 
phenomenal, and the great fishing should continue right 
until the end of December.  We expect some really big fish 
to be landed this year!

PINK SALMON

Description: This strange run has our pink salmon return 
every 2 years on the odd year only. Smallest of the pacific 
species, what they lack in size, they sure make up in numbers. 
Our last several runs have been absolutely enormous, 
providing our guests with constant and exciting action all 
day long. It’s not uncommon to hook 20-50+fish/person on 
any given day, and some of our guests have hooked close to  
75 fish/person/day during the peak of the run!!  
Whether you enjoy spinning or fly fishing, this is a fishery 
that can be enjoyed by novice and expert anglers alike. 

Timing: late August - mid October

Forecast: We’ve had to wait 2 years, but the news is fantas-
tic! The pinks are expected to arrive in full force in 2011... 
an estimated run of nearly 20 million strong!! From late 
August to early October, we expect this fishery to provide at 
least a solid month of fantastic fishing opportunities. This 
is a very popular fishery and boats are booking fast. Don’t 
wait, book now!
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CHINOOK SALMON (KING/SPRING)

Description: The Chinook is the king of them 
all, and they don’t call them kings for nothing. 
They’re big, they’re strong, and they’ll bust 
your tackle if you’re under-equipped. They 
never fail to provide the angler with an 
exhilarating and challenging battle… big runs, 
high leaps and heart-stopping pulling power. 
These fish are one of the most sought after 
species by many serious anglers worldwide. 
Most fish average 15-30lbs., but certain 
strains can reach weights up to 80lbs! 

Timing: 
Summer-run Chinook: June - September
Fall-run Chinook: October - November

For the more adventurous angler, we now offer 
a “remote river” adventure on the pristine 
Lillooet (March/April) River system that 
offers early season fly fishing opportunities 
for these trophy specimens. This is a unique 
fishing experience that should not be missed 
out on. Contact us for more details.

Forecast: We are expecting another solid year 
for our summer Chinook salmon returns. July 
and August should provide some really good 
fishing for these fish. It will be difficult to target 
Chinooks on the Fraser in September due to the 
overabundance of pinks, but once that run is 
done, we should once again start seeing great 
results in October, especially when bar-fishing.

CHUM SALMON

Description: They’re the second biggest of 
the Pacific Salmon, averaging 15lbs, with 
plenty of 20-30lb. fish around. Their colorful 
markings, large size, hard fighting abilities, 
and sheer numbers makes them a choice 
favorite for many anglers. They enter our 
rivers by the millions, and provide the angler 
with excellent sport fishing opportunities 
as they aggressively attack bait, artificial 
lures and flies… 20-40 fish days are not 
uncommon!

Timing: mid September - mid December

Forecast: The chum runs never seem to dis-
appoint our guests. It’s one of our most con-
sistent salmon fisheries. Fish should start 
showing up as early as mid September and 
will continue to push in until late November. 
If you want consistent hookups with large 
and powerful salmon, this fishery is for you! 
Our guests experienced unbelievable chum 
fishing last fall and we’re expecting similar 
results for 2011.
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SOCKEYE SALMON

Description: It’s hard fighting abilities and great tasting 
meat, makes this species a most sought after sport fish for 
many local and foreign anglers. The sockeye are known for 
their fast line-peeling runs and displays of aerial acrobatics. 
This popular summer time fishery provides exciting fishing 
opportunities for everyone. Lots of people but millions of 
sockeye. For most, this is a harvest fishery. 

Timing: mid July – mid September

Forecast: After watching the runs go from record lows in 
2009, to record highs in 2010, it’s really hard to predict 
what we’ll see in 2011. This is the 3rd year of the 4-year 
cycle, which typically produces lower returns. Having said 
this, preliminary DFO estimates are looking better than ex-
pected. We will notify everyone should there be a sockeye 
retention opening this year. 

COHO SALMON

Description: One of the most prized and sought after 
game fish in the Pacific Northwest. Known for their fighting 
prowess, these salmon can be taken on spinners, jigs, 
spoons, flies, and bait. When coho are “in the mood”, they 
will attack a fly with reckless abandon. They hit like freight 
trains and then roll, jump and flip flop trying everything to 
shake your hook.

Timing: October - mid December

Forecast: There should be a lot of fish pushing through our 
area from Sept –November. Both the Fraser main stem and 
its local tributaries should offer very good opportunities for 
big, bright silver Coho during this time period. Fish will be 
present in the rivers right into December.

FLY-FISHING OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOCKEYE WILL EXIST IN 
AUGUST (PITT RIVER) AND OCTOBER (HARRISON RIVER)

A Division of GR&L Fishing Inc.
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STEELHEAD

Description: There is something to be said about the steelhead when anglers travel thousands of miles in hope of 
catching a few of these hard-fighting and acrobatic beauties. They aren’t nearly as abundant as our salmon and at 
times they can seem to be elusive and “moody”, testing the angler’s abilities, knowledge, and experience to its fullest. 
It seems that this sort of challenge grows on certain anglers, and the steelhead has a large world-wide following of die-
hard “steelheaders”, who travel all over in hopes of landing that trophy steelhead of a lifetime. For many river anglers, 
finding, hooking and landing a big steelhead is the ultimate experience in river fishing! Fly fishers can find this fishery 
very challenging but most rewarding on days with multiple hook ups. In May the Vedder River system turns to fly fishing 
only and lends itself to some fabulous opportunities for hook ups. Steelhead can weigh up to 22 pounds (11 kg.) or more 
with the average fish being 8-14 pounds.

Timing: January - April

Forecast: We’ve had an incredible start to this year’s winter steelhead run. There were a lot of fish that showed up in 
early December and they are trickling in on a daily basis. This is a good indicator for a solid steelhead season. As long 
as we don’t get too many days with low and gin clear water, we expect good results. We still have 3 more months of 
excellent fishing to come! 
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RAINBOW TROUT (Lake Fishing)

Description: Our expansion into the interior lakes has 
proved to be a great success.
Some of our prime waters fished with our professional 
instructional guides helped to produce Rainbow Trout up 
to 16 pounds (8 kg.). These trips are for fly fishers of any 
level and are very rewarding with days of multiple hook 
ups. Consider a 1 night/2 day excursion to one of our 
many interior lakes as an add-on to enhance your fishing 
holiday.

Timing:  Summer: May - July   
	   Fall: September – mid November

Forecast: Rainbow trout fishing in the interior lakes is a 
very consistent fishery. Whether you prefer to still-fish a 
chronomid under a strike indicator or cast your line and 
strip a micro-leech, we’re confident you’ll enjoy the thrill of 
fighting these feisty and acrobatic rainbows. 

CUTTHROAT TROUT, DOLLY VARDEN, 
BULL TROUT AND RAINBOWS

Forecast: Some of the best fly-fishing of the year is just 
around the corner. Giant sea-run bull trout will start entering 
one of our rivers in late May. This fishery will peak in June 
and July.  These are incredibly aggressive trout that eagerly 
chase 5-7inch flies. This system also offers good fly-fishing 
opportunities for both cutthroat and rainbow trout, along 
with dolly varden as well.  

Once we move late into the fall and throughout winter, the 
Lillooet River system becomes a hot destination for fat and 
aggressive wild rainbow trout. Here you will also find eager 
dolly varden and cutthroat trout that are ready to snap at 
single eggs, nymphs and streamers.

If you’re an avid and passionate trout fly angler, these 2 river 
systems offer some very unique fly-fishing experiences. 

“Fishing action no sport angler can afford to miss!”
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BOOK NOW!!!

Many of our prime fishing dates get booked more than a year in advance. Space is limited.

For more information or to reserve your “fishing holiday” please contact us at 

Bluewater Rockies SportFish Guiding Co.

When To Come

We are located in the “Fraser River Valley”, a short distance from Vancouver, British Columbia  
on the west coast of Canada. Below you will find a “species schedule” that will assist you  

in choosing the perfect time of year for your next fishing holiday.

A Division of GR&L Fishing Inc.

S a l m o n  •  S t u r g e o n  •  S t e e l h e a d  •  T r o u t  •  C h a r

FORECAST

CALL 604.936.5091 or 1.877.794.5087
EMAIL info@riversportfishing.com
WEB www.riversportfishing.com

We are currently taking reservations for the 2011 and 2012 seasons 

mailto: info@riversportfishing.com
http://www.riversportfishing.com

